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MILITARY PROGRAMME

George Joseph has been one of my dearest comrades.
When I was having rest in Ycravda, he was editor of
Toung India. Before that at my instance he was editor of the
now defunct Independent. He had sacrificed a lucrative prac-
tice for the sake of the country. He went to gaol for the same
cause. He is an earnest and honest worker. He is therefore
entitled to a respectful hearing, the more so when such a
man differs from you, and rejecting the old recommends
with the fervour of a convert the adoption of a now policy*
George Joseph has done it. One of his old associates sends
a cutting from a newspaper containing Joseph's enuncia-
tion of his new policy, and marks it "George Joseph's con-
fession of faith." Another man, an unknown admirer of
George Joseph, copies out from the report the whole of his
criticism of the Khadi programme. He writes in a most dis-
tracted mood, and insists that I must take notice of the
remarks about Khadi.

There is no cause for distraction, grief or alarm. It
would be surprising, if, in a great national upheaval, we
did not find men honestly recanting old views and enun-
ciating new. Change is a condition of progress. An honest
man cannot afford to observe mechanical consistency when
the mind revolts against anything as an error. We must
therefore patiently try to understand what George Joseph
has to say, and not hesitate to accept what appeals to our
reason, even though it may mean a sacrifice of some
cherished ideal.

It is, I hope, in that spirit that I have endeavoured
to study Joseph's speech. He condemns Khadi, he is c'quite
satisfied that the removal of untouchability is not primarily
a problem of statesmanship.5' His programme in one simple
sentence is: 'Militarize India.' Here is an extract from the
speech:

"We cannot all become soldiers. There is not enough, room
for us. But it should be possible for us to set about the idea of
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